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Summary 
On April 28, 2022 the Town of Brighton General 

Plan Steering Committee held the fourth hybrid 

public outreach event to collect information for 

the Town of Brighton General Plan. This event was 

specifically created to collect information from 

residents regarding natural resources, resilience, 

and infrastructure in Brighton. It is the role of the 

steering committee to review current conditions, 

public input, and the goals of the Town to 

determine the best suited goals and actions to 

consider in the General Plan for these topics. 

At the workshop, many different questions were 

posed to residents trying to understand how the 

public to identify  problems, or possible opportunities for growth. The activity descriptions can be 

found later in this document. The analysis section in this document is the summary of all comments 

submitted and reviewed by the MSD staff. The analysis seeks to pull out themes found between 

multiple activities in the workshop or through multiple public comments submitted. All public 

comments can be found in the appendix of this document. 

The results analyzed in this report will be reviewed by the General Plan Steering Committee at one 

of their monthly meetings. You can find the schedule for the Brighton steering committee 

meetings on the Utah public notice website: https://www.utah.gov/pmn/.  The public feedback 

collected at these events is meant to support decisions made by the steering committee as they 

work on the components of the Brighton General Plan. All results from the General Plan public 

outreach events will eventually be added to the appendix of the final version of the General Plan. 

For more information regarding the Town of Brighton General Plan please visit the website at: 

bit.ly/lrp-brighton.

 

Workshop Goals 
• Hear from the Brighton Community about specific issues, concerns, or comments related to 

natural resources and resilience and establish a working relationship between all the partners 

invited.  

• Educate residents on current initiatives being done in the canyon relating to natural resources 

and resilience.  

• Identify projects areas or ideas for the chapters in the General Plan.  

• Identify possible areas to collaborate with partners on projects.  

 

https://www.utah.gov/pmn/
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Workshop Activity Descriptions 
 

Activity #1 Introduction  

  

MSD staff did a brief presentation on the 

topics covered at the workshop and some 

background information for each of the topics.  

 

 

 

 

Activity #2 Break-out Groups to Discuss Transportation Topics  

 Break-out Group Topics 

Participants were moved into break-out groups 

to discuss the following topics: trails and 

recreation, safety and infrastructure, transit, 

and regional connections. Participants spend 

15-20 minutes in each break-out group. 

 

Break-out Groups #1: Physical Infrastructure 

Discuss water, habitat preservation, and hazard 

mitigation efforts including wildfires.  

Break-out Group #2: Social Infrastructure 

Discuss community organizations and events 

and other ways the community interacts with 

one another. 

Break-out Group #3: Digital Infrastructure 

Discuss the existing conditions of the digital 

world  
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Figure 2. Graphic of Break-out Groups 

 

The break-out groups had one staff member of the MSD sharing their screen and collecting all of 

the comments that were discussed. The break-out group hosts used on the online survey toguide 

the conversations. 

Activity #3 Online Survey  

 Figure 3. Screenshot of Survey 

An online survey was sent prior to the 

workshop and immediately following the 

workshop. We had a total of 9 submissions of 

the survey. See survey results below in the 

analysis section. 
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Analysis 
 

Land Use Workshop and Survey Snapshot: 

In-Person Attendance 10 

Online Attendance 34 

Total People Engaged 44 

Online Surveys Submitted 7 (5 full-time residents, 3 part time residents) 

Overall Comments Submitted 100+  
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Activity #2 Break-out Groups Discussion Points 

After introductions, participants moved into the break-out groups to discuss specific topics with 

the partners and MSD staff taking noted and making points or lines on a map identifying problems 

or potential projects.  

 

Methodology: The following comments are summarized from verbal discussion that occurred 

virtually and in person at the workshop. MSD staff recorded the discussion and comments quickly 

during each break-out group to collect all information and leave time for discussion with the 

partners.  

 

Geospatial points collected at the Workshop. 

 

 

 

 

Topics Discussed in Break-out Groups: 

Correcting misinformation on water rights and water shares   
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Public water provided exclusively through SLCPU.  

Property owners looking to develop need to verify with a building permit that the building has 

water share. However, applicants often do not have the correct information.   

SLCPU is not (likely) going to approve any more surplus water companies in Brighton.  

Better coordination between water companies and SLCPU needed.  

Misinformation on water collection ordinance  

Ordinance is not applicable to potable water.  

Better education for realtors and/or better management of misinformation on water availability 

from realtors is needed.  

Is there a way to force transparency in the realtor community?  

What can the Town of Brighton do to get information regarding dry lots out into real estate 

community?  

Can information on water availability or dry lots be provided on public-facing websites, such as 

the Town of Brighton website, MSD website, etc.  

Setting up a Division of Water Rights could help with the issue.   

Better documentation of communication with realtors regarding the need for water availability 

to develop could help in the case of law suits and issues with development applications later 

on.   

Could a proposal be made to Council to address this?  

Could relators be required to obtain a local license before being allowed to list properties to 

better manage and educate?  

 

No potable water, flushing toilets for visitors to Brighton.  

Educate visitors on bringing their own (reusable) water bottle.  

Flush toilets are thousands of dollars more expensive than the vault toilets.  

 

Forest Service Habitat Conversation Areas are 300 feet from all perennial streams (Bekee 

Hotze)  

Suggested that this setback does not change.  

300 feet captures most of what that Forest Service is primarily concerned about.  

Service disturbance in this area should discouraged (water supply protection)  

These areas should remain, as they are important to riparian habitat and preservation.  

*Development setback from perennial streams recently reduced to 50 feet from 100 feet.  

 

Moose/Game Animal Issues  

Moose getting hit by vehicles every year—seems to be mostly on BCC Road.   

Speeding, night visibility, attraction to road salt should be looked into as possible contributors.  

Harassment by visitors.  

Visitor Education  

More places available for moose to peacefully be.  

Should include other game animals.  

A proposal would need to be made to Forest Service for limitation on visitation.   
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Research could to be done to identify when visitation should be limited. Winter months, 

breeding season, etc.   

 

Undersized culverts impede fish populations, Mineral Fork, 

 

Education for pet owners.  

Outdoor cats affect bird populations and other wildlife (flying squirrels)   

Cat leash law?  

Dogs chasing wildlife.  

Opportunities for resident education  

 

Natural Fuels  

A lot of fallen trees from the September 2020 storm is concerning for natural fuel for wildfires. 

(John Malooly)  

Further coordination is needed to clean up the natural fuels for fire.   

Two permits are available through Forest Service for cleaning natural fuels (Guy, Bekee)  

One for live, lighter fuels. One for on-the-ground firewood.  

Permit allows property owners to remove natural fuel within 100 feet of property.  

Low cost ($15-20) and simple process. However, knowledge that it exists is poor and very few 

have been taken out.  

USFS was not receptive to expanding this permit to be a community-wide permit, but 

education that the permits are available may bring awareness.  

 

Insurance   

Due to natural fuels (although unclear if sole reason) around property, some residents are 

having their insurances affected or even dropped from coverage.  

 

Beetle Kills  

Are there grants available for beetle kills?  

USFS will be treating 7750 acres within BCC for beetles. Should reach Town of Brighton in a few 

years (about 3).  

 

How can we coordinate to educate students (Engelmann Mountain School) on natural 

hazards or national resources generally?  

 

What is your favorite building in Brighton? Why? Does it have cultural or historical 

significance?  

Are there other buildings on private property or in significant areas?  

Little rundown cabin – molly green cabin, before entrance to loop road on the left MG and then 

a hermit-type lived there – totally rundown – open meadow behind the cabin  

WMLodge is a favorite – but so few buildings are there – also thinking of the historic nature of 

the land – bringing folks from Shoshone nation – land history is so rich and deep – spruce’s 

campground with history of wasatch trees (speaks to the culture of brighton)  
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Not visible history of the town – many historical records relate to buildings that are gone (mills, 

destroyed in fires). Some cabins exist, but there is a lot of instrial history and structures that are 

no longer present  

The Wasatch Mountain Club is the main historical building  

 

What is your favorite natural feature in Brighton?  

Silver lake – outdoor events near silver lake? Meet a ranger type stuff. Buy tickets for a 

dinner by the lake? Money will be used for environmental events  

Wasatch Mt. Lodge: are there funds available for historic preservation of the mountain lodge? 

 

Historic Preservation Discussion Points 

Would like to encourage to get funding money to renovate a cabin (to prevent a family coming 

in and just tearing it down and starting over) to keep the old cabins and keep the character of 

town. This is difficult—some are not well built  

State tax credit for homeowners first step is getting the survey done  

Address the cultural and historical preservation (maybe move the historic cabins before tearing 

them down)  

Idea - dairy barns: preserved them and moved them to Draper Park and it has become an event 

center (weddings) next to library, it is a cultural type of center now  

Idea: Historic building walking tour - to get non-residents aware of the history…including 

places that maybe no longer existing  

 

Community Organizations and Events 

Brighton Institute – lectures and biceps (beavers, trees, geology)  

Englemann Mountain School would like to be on this list – have events for families and people 

(journaling workshop, family moth night, engage with natural systems)  

 

Events 

Wasatch Wildflower Festival Hosted by Cottonwood Canyons Foundation and the Ski Resorts  

Brighton Days  

Solitude and Brighton ski resorts offer community events (easter egg hunting at solitude) and 

would like to be engaged in the community [Brighton institute works with solitude)  

Loves working with Brighton Wasatch Mt Lodge  

BCCA  

Girl’s camp 

Resident organized progressive dinner and all community members were invited (way to meet 

people and neighbors 

 

Car-pooling organization – reduce traffic in the canyon –  

Environmental stewardship cottonwood canyon foundation (snowshoeing, wildflower festival)  

Glass and plastic bag drop-off location in Brighton  

Businesses could sponsor this – la casa or real estate?  

Fourth of July  
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Marathons, bicycle races, town has no control of these  

Do have a special event committee to monitor these special events and get them on the town 

website calendar & get information out  

Events that shut down the entire canyon – put a limit on these operations b/c they completely 

disrupt the town (state highway permits these things)  

What are the town’s rights and obligations for these events?  

 

What does the town do to support organizations? What could it expound upon? Physical 

space?  

A.  

Big cottonwood community council allows gives a place who are not full-time residents a voice 

and feel like they have a say the community  

Cottonwood canyon gets funding (Wasatch mtn club and Brighton inst. Still up in the air)  

Big cottonwood community council allows gives a place who are not full-time residents a voice 

and feel like they have a say the community  

Cottonwood canyon foundation gets funding  

Wasatch mtn club and Brighton inst. Still up in the air.  

Physical space for community organizations to store stuff that is scattered around  

Archives – place for public access as well as storage  

Locals’ night - Silver Fork is main community social space  

Benefits, other community events will take place at the resorts  

 

Ways to involve educate non-residents: historical self-guided tour of buildings or sites that 

used to have historical sites  

How to address events that take over the community that the community has no control over?  

Physical space for community organizations to store things in a central locations  

Store and have archives available for public viewing  

Glass and plastic bag recycling places aligns with Brighton’s environmental values (possible 

funded by businesses)  

Solitude and Brighton ski resorts offer community events  

Englemann Mountain School would like to be on this list of community organizations – have 

events for families and people (journaling workshop, family moth night, engage with natural 

systems)  

Noted that with us so few buildings are there – also thinking of the historic nature of the land – 

bringing folks from Shoshone nation – land history is so rich and deep – spruce’s campground 

with history of Wasatch trees (speaks to the culture of Brighton)  

Not visible history of the town – many historical records relate to buildings that are gone (mills, 

destroyed in fires). Some cabins exist, but there is a lot of instrial history and structures that are 

no longer present  

 

Which of the digital infrastructure benchmarks are most important to Brighton (i.e. need the 

most attention)?  
Canyon captive to Century Link; limited providers (barrier) – at best can get to 25-30 mbps download  
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Mapping of neighborhoods create issues – aligning addresses with houses (communicating with 
Century Link on this is hard)  
Fiber at road – but hard to get it to neighborhoods; need to coordinate with other utility providers (if 
burying a line, try to get fiber incorporated)  
RMP is open to coordinating on utilities – but a provider would have to pay; would have to deal with 
subcontractor (RMP burying lower portion of lines starting next month – bottom of road up to Cardiff)  
Right-of-way challenges: need permission to drop lines  
Access to broadband / expansion of Broadband most important; variable / unreliable up here.   
Challenge of limiting development = less economic opportunity; remote work helps expand 
opportunity – helps enable long-term residents and families; doesn’t require extra brick and mortar 
infrastructure  
During workday, during week – can see 50 mbps download / , but neighbors have far slower speeds; 
impacts of digital AND electric infrastructure; lines developed ad hoc;  
Which houses lose power and when seems totally random with transformer boxes  
Some residents unsure where connections go – speeds depend on individual connection  
Need comprehensive survey and inventory of infrastructure / utilities. No existing map of telephone 
lines except for pencil drawn map that gets handed down through Century Link  
Solitude has fiber-optics; huge inequities in service; passes by neighborhoods to get to Solitude  
Infrastructure that follows road is great; it’s about last mile challenge; using copper wires; further from 
road huge impact on speeds  
Also experienced challenges getting Century Link to house because of addressing; roads not existing on 
GIS etc; over-reliance on google maps  
RMP starting major project to protect electric; burying transmission lines  

 

How do you currently find out about Town events / news? What is your preferred 

communication method? What about emergency alerts?  
Email from Barbara or Town of Brighton  
Group chat among locals  
Jane Martain in charge of emergency notifications – email or text  
Emergency alerts sent via email and text – ad hoc? Residents slightly unsure – need consolidation  
Jane Martain working on that  
James Woodward working on emergency communications with Jane; Jim got Verizon to the table  
Texts and emails in emergencies; matter of getting everyone’s contact information; Carolyn, Barbara, 
and Jane took care of this – encouraged them to sign up for Town newsletter  
First time ever – have emergency notification system  
UDOT Twitter professional – awesome resource for the canyons  
Lack of information being distributed digitally – especially for property information; other crucial utility 
info  
Town website- they maintain themselves; interest in getting to the point where they can contract out 
professionally  
Carolyn has put together some info for the HOA – put it on front page of website; answered FAQs  
Amsystem; community council  
Over 1,000 email addresses on newsletter  
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Does your community have a need for a smaller library branch for residents that provides 

access to public WiFi, devices, and a small collection? What would be most important to 

include? Is there a space that could host something like this?  
Important to ask younger parents; books on CD important for commuting  
Given constraints of library branch in Canyon, may not be useful enough to justify  
Some used Whitmore Libraries  
Unfamiliar with Alta Reading Room  
Mayor has little library at Silver Fork Lodge – books for kids to borrow  
Library seed would be welcome up here – think residents would take advantage; especially for device 
access. Concern about where.  
One little collection in the Town; connected to Silver Fork Lodge   
Old Trash Compactor site could be an opportunity? 1/10th acre – and plans for a half dozen 
organizations; lots of competition  
Similar road names – a million Moose names  
2 Little Libraries: Brighton store and Silver Fork; put together by Brighton Institute  
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Activity #3 Analysis Online Survey Results 
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Trends 

• Educating visitors and potential residents is critical to ensure responsible interaction 

with the canyon.  

• Advocacy is key to make sure regional and state agencies are aware of the obstacles 

the canyon is facing. 

• How can we optimize communication between residents, visitors, and agencies and 

promote transparency?  

• The main services that need to be expanded in the canyon appear to be: internet, 

physical space for events, town functions, archives, possible museum, education, or 

visitor center? 

• The Town should support its local organizations and help them grow. 

• The Town should expand efforts to preserve its unique character and establish 

historic preservation tactics where possible. 

• The Town should continue to seek reliable data about visitation and impacts on the 

environment to enact positive change locally and regionally. 

 

 

Next Steps 
The results of the Brighton General Plan Transportation Workshop are being shared with participants, 

staff members, and members of the Brighton General Plan Steering Committee. MSD Staff will also 

prepare follow-up workshops and surveys to build on the feedback received during this event.  

The results from the Transportation Workshop and subsequent events will help staff and the steering 

committee as they develop the Transportation Chapter of the Town of Brighton General Plan.  

Those interested in the Brighton General Plan process should check the project website often for 

updates: https://bit.ly/lrp-brighton. On the website, you can also download previous community 

engagement reports. Members of the public are also invited to attend meetings of the Brighton 

General Plan Steering Committee, which occur virtually on the third Wednesday of each month at 

6:00 PM.  

Please contact the Greater Salt Lake Municipal Services District with questions or comments: 

Erin O’Kelley 

Long Range Planner, Project Lead 

eokelley@msd.utah.gov 

Kayla Mauldin 

Senior Long Range Planner 

KMauldin@msd.utah.gov  

https://bit.ly/lrp-brighton
mailto:eokelley@msd.utah.gov
mailto:KMauldin@msd.utah.gov
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Appendix Workshop Results: All Submitted Comments and 

survey results 


